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able strength.   Fearlessness is  the first requisite  of spirituality.
Cowards can never be moral.

THE ROOT CAUSE

The same correspondent further asks, "Don't you think that
the success of the present foreign Government is due to the op-
pression of the poor, the weak, of the so-called untouchables by
the higher classes?53 This oppression by us of our own kith and
kin is certainly the root cause. It is a fall from spirituality. The
curse of foreign domination and the attendant exploitation is the
justest retribution meted out by God to us for our exploitation of
a sixth of our own race and their studied degradation in the
sacred name of religion. Hence it is that I have put the removal
of untouchability as an indispensable condition of attainment of
swaraj. Slave-holders ourselves, we have no business to quarrel
with our own slavery if we are not prepared unconditionally to en-
franchise our own slaves. We must first cast out the beam of un-
touchability from our own eye before we attempt to remove the
mote from that of our "masters".

EVEN AGAINST WOMEN

Mrs. Sengupta is a cultured Englishwoman married to a
cultured Bengali. Whilst Mr. Sengupta1 was under arrest,
Mrs. Sengupta went out to the cloth bazar in Chittagong to tell
the consumers to buy khadi and avoid foreign cloth. This was a
serious offence for a woman to commit, and therefore she received
a notice under Section 144 ordering her to desist. She has
obeyed the notice because of the Congress embargo* Whatever
may be said of men, Mrs. Sengupta could not be suspected of any
intention to create trouble or offer any intimidation. Her inspir-
ing presence would no doubt have shamed buyers into abstain-
ing from going to foreign-cloth dealers. And that would have been
bad from the Magistrate's standpoint. The order, therefore, is a
virtual prohibition against swadeshi propaganda. But it will not
surprise me in the least, if this Government, which chiefly rules to
protect merchandise in foreign cloth, must end when foreign cloth
is boycotted. The Government must grow madder with the pro-
gress of real swadeshi.

ECHO FROM GAUHATI

What has happened in Chittagong has been copied in Gauhati.
There the workers have been prohibited from peacefully warning

*A leading barrister of Bengal